Introduction
For many years, clinical observations have demonstrated that the venom of Viperid snakes are highly phlogistic. 1'2 A classical exception, found among the genus Crotalus, is the South American rattlesnake, Crotalus durissus terrificus (Cdt) . The venom of this snake does not induce significant inflammatory reaction at the site of the bite in human victims. 1'3 Moreover, recent studies have demonstrated that Cdt venom inhibits inflammatory signals like pain and oedema in some experimental models. <5 Based on this information, the present study was undertaken in order to investigate some parameters of the inflammatory response experimentally induced in mice by Cdt venom injection, as well as the effect of this venom on some activities of resident peritoneal and inflammatory macrophages, an important component of the inflammatory process.
Material and Methods
Animals.. Male mice from the Swiss NIH strain and Nu/Nu mice from the Balb/c strain, weighing [18] [19] [20] [21] [22] g, were used throughout this study. The animals were kept with free access to food and water. 18 Mediators of Inflammation Vol 5 1996 Venom: A pool of lyophilized venom was obtained from various (Fig. 3) .
Effect of Cdt venom on peritoneal macrophage
,reading and phagocytosis in vitro: As shown in Fig.4 that crotapotin has a marked inhibitory effect on the carrageenin-induced paw oedema, a multimediated inflammatory response. As inflammatory leukocyte migration is mediated by cytokines, and this includes those liberated by macrophages
